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July 1, 2026 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
Subject: Dashville Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15397) 
  Sturgeon Pool Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15396) 
  First Study Progress Report 
 
Dear Secretary Reese: 
 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation (Central Hudson), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Fortis Inc., 
herein files with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) the First Study Progress Report for 
the licensing of the Dashville Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15397) and the Sturgeon Pool 
Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15396). The Projects are located on the Wallkill River in Ulster County, 
New York.  

The Projects have been in operation since the early 1920s. On February 6, 2025, FERC issued an Order 
Finding Licensing of Hydroelectric Project Required, that determined the Projects to be subject to 
FERC’s jurisdiction. Subsequently, Central Hudson is pursuing separate original FERC licenses for the 
two individual Projects through FERC’s Integrated Licensing Process (ILP). On March 11, 2026, Central 
Hudson filed a Revised Study Plan (RSP) for the Projects, and the FERC issued the Study Plan 
Determination (SPD) on April 22, 2026.  

Pursuant to the RSP, Central Hudson herein submits the First Study Progress Report for the period from 
May 1, 2026 through July 1, 2026 for the Projects. The enclosed table (report) provides the status of each 
of the required studies, including notes related to the approved methodologies, where applicable. 

Concurrent with this filing, Central Hudson is providing a copy of this letter to all parties listed in the 
attached distribution list. A copy of filing can be downloaded from FERC’s eLibrary system at 
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp by conducting a search using the docket numbers P-15397 
and/or P-15396.  

 

 

https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Katie Raine of HDR at (207) 239-2789 or 
katie.raine@hdrinc.com. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Ben Yager 
Engineer 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation 
 
Enclosure: First Study Progress Report 
 
cc: Distribution List 
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Federal Agencies 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Eastern Regional Office 
545 Marriott Drive 
Suite 700 
Nashville, TN  37214 
 
Harold Peterson 
National Hydropower Compliance Manager 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Eastern Regional Office 
545 Marriott Drive 
Suite 700 
Nashville, TN  37214 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Office of Trust Responsibilities 
1849 C St. NW 
MS, 4513 MIB 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Debbie-Anne Reese 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
John Spain 
Regional Engineer 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Division of Dam Safety and Inspections 
New York Regional Office 
19 West 34th Street 
Suite 400 
New York, NY  10001-3006 
 
Susan Rosebrough 
Hydro Program Manager 
National Park Service 
Northeast Region 
1849 C street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 

 
Benjamin German 
Hydropower Coordinator 
NOAA Fisheries 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA  01930 
 
Jodi McDonald 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
New York District 
26 Federal Plaza 
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building 
New York, NY 10278 
 
Andrew Waite 
Deputy Associate Director for Data 
United States Geological Survey 
New York Science Center 
425 Jordan Road 
Troy, NY 12180-8349 
 
Andrew Raddant 
Regional Environmental Officer 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
Northeast Region 
15 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
 
Northeast Region 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Office of the Solicitor 
5 Post Office Square 
17th Floor 
Boston, MA 02109 
 
Samantha Nyer 
Acting Section Supervisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 
Environmental Review and Strategic Programs 
Section 
290 Broadway 
25th Floor 
New York, NY 10007-1866 
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Michael Martucci 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
290 Broadway 
5th Floor 
New York, NY 10007-1866 
 
Ian Drew 
Field Office Supervisor 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
New York Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY  13045 
 
John Wiley 
Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
New York Field Office, Region 5 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY  13045 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
New York Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY  13045 
 
Leonard Rawlings, P.G. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Eastern Regional Office 
545 Marriott Drive 
Suite 700 
Nashville, TN  37214 
 
State Agencies 

Stuart Findlay 
Chair 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Region 3 - Hudson River Estuary Program 
21 South Putt Corners Rd 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
 

Lisa Covert 
Associate Attorney 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Office of the General Counsel 
625 Broadway 
14th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233-1500 
 
Nicole Cain 
Biologist 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Division of Fish & Wildlife 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233 
 
Andrew Brunner 
Environmental Analyst 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233 
 
Donald Canestrari 
Section Chief 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Dam Safety Section 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233 
 
Karen Gaidasz 
Project Manager 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233 
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Patrick Rahm 
Environmental Analyst 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 
 
Jennifer Street 
Coastal Resources Specialist 3 
New York State Department of State 
Office of Planning, Development & Community 
Infrastructure 
99 Washington Avenue 
Suite 1010 
Albany, NY  12231 
 
Daniel Mackay 
Deputy Commissioner 
New York State Historic Preservation Office 
PO Box 189 
Waterford, NY 12188 
 
Nick Conrad 
Information Resources Coordinator 
New York State Natural Heritage Program 
625 Broadway 
5th Floor 
Albany, NY  12233-4757 
 
Hon. Michelle L. Phillips 
Secretary to the Commission 
New York State Public Service Commission 
Empire State Plaza 
Agency Building 2 
Albany, NY 12223-1349 
 
Kim Mashke 
Acting Public Information Officer 
New York State Public Service Commission 
Environmental Certification & Operations 
Empire State Plaza 
Agency Building 3 
Albany, NY  12233-1350 
 

John Haff 
Director 
Department of State, Consumer Protection 
Utility Intervention Unit 
99 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12231 
 
Municipalities and 
Government Officials 

Christine O'Reilly-Rao 
Town Clerk 
Town of LaGrange 
120 Stringham Road 
LaGrangeville, NY 12540 
 
Elisa Tinti 
City Clerk 
City of Kingston 
420 Broadway 
Kingston, NY 12401 
 
Julia Hansen 
Town Clerk 
Town of Gardiner 
P.O. Box #1 
Gardiner, NY 12525 
 
Holly Netter 
Town Clerk 
Town of Esopus 
1 Town Hall Way 
Ulster Park, NY 12487 
 
Mandy Donald 
Town Clerk 
Town of Rosendale 
1915 Lucas Avenue 
Cottekill, NY 12419 
 
Lynne Bailey 
Town Clerk 
Town of Hurley 
10 Wamsley Pl. 
Hurley, NY 12443 
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Sarah Hohmann 
Town Clerk 
Hyde Park 
4383 Albany Post Road 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 
 
Jen Metzger 
County Executive 
Ulster County 
244 Fair Street 
6th Floor County Office Building 
Kingston, NY 12401 
 
Wendy Rosinski 
Town Clerk 
Town of Lloyd 
12 Church St. 
Highland, NY 12528 
 
Heather Moody 
Town Clerk 
Town of Marbletown 
P.O. Box 217 
Stone Ridge, NY 12484 
 
Colleen Corcoran 
Town Clerk 
Town of Marlborough 
P.O. Box 305 
Milton, NY 12547 
 
Lisa Vance-Ayers 
Town Clerk 
Town of Newburgh 
1496 Route 300 
Newburgh, NY 12550 
 
Amanda Gotto 
Supervisor 
Town of New Paltz 
52 Clearwater Rd. 
PO Box 550 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
 

Village Clerk 
Village of New Paltz 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
 
Sarah Nelson 
Town Clerk 
Town of Plattekill 
1915 Rt. 44-55 
Modena, NY 12548 
 
Mary Beth Muir 
Town Clerk 
Town of Pleasant Valley 
1554 Main Street 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 
 
Felicia Salvatore 
Town Clerk 
Town of Poughkeepsie 
1 Overocker Road 
Level 2 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
 
Jamar Cummings 
City Chamberlain (City Clerk) 
City of Poughkeepsie 
62 Civic Center Plaza 
City Hall - First Floor 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
Deanna Cochran 
Town Clerk 
Town of Red Hook 
7340 S Broadway 
Red Hook, NY 12571 
 
Joan Winne 
Town Clerk 
Town of Rhinebeck 
80 East Market Street 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
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Kathleen Gundberg 
Town Clerk 
Town of Rochester 
50 Scenic Rd. 
Accord, NY 12404 
 
Lisa Stanley 
Town Clerk 
Town of Saugerties 
4 High Street 
Saugerties, NY  12477 
 
Jane Rascoe 
Town Clerk 
Town of Shawangunk 
14 Central Avenue 
PO Box 247 
Wallkill, New York 12589 
 
Suzanne Reavy 
Town Clerk 
Town of Ulster 
1 Town Hall Drive 
Lake Katrine, NY 12449 
 
Jackie Collier 
Town Clerk 
Town of Wawarsing 
PO Box 671 
Ellenville, NY 12428 
 
Jackie Earley 
Town Clerk 
Town of Woodstock 
45 Comeau Drive 
Woodstock, NY 12498 
 
Christine DeGroodt 
Program Assistant 
Ulster County Soil & Water  
    Conservation District 
5 Park Lane 
Highland, NY 12528 
 

Sarahana Shrestha 
Assembly woman 
New York State Assembly 
District 103 
324 Washington Avenue 
Suite 1 
Kingston, NY 12401 
 
Michelle Hinchey 
New York State Senator 
New York State Senate 
District 41 
721 Broadway 
Suite 150 
Kingston, NY 12401 
 
Hon. Kathy Hochul 
Governor 
New York Office of the Governor 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Josh Riley 
New York State Representative 
U.S. House of Representatives 
District 19 
128 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Patrick Ryan 
New York State Representative 
U.S. House of Representatives 
District 18 
1708 Longworth Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Kirsten Gillibrand 
Senator 
U.S. Senate 
478 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
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Charles Schumer 
Senator 
U.S. Senate 
322 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Sue Serino 
County Executive 
Dutchess County 
22 Market Street, 6th Floor 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
Native American Tribes 

Katelyn Lucas 
THPO 
Delaware Nation 
 
Brad Killscrow 
Chief 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
 
Deborah Dotson 
President 
Delaware Nation 
P.O. Box 825 
Anadarko, OK  73005 
 
Martina Thomas 
Historic Preservation Generalist 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
5100 Tuxedo Blvd. 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 
Darren Bonaparte 
Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
Tribal Council 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
 
Michael L. Connors 
Chief 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
Saint Regis Tribal Council 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
 

Tony David 
Director 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
Environment Division 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
 
Eric Tehoroniathe Thompson 
Chief 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
71 Margaret Terrance Memorial Way 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
 
Jeff Bendremmer 
Trial Historic Preservation Manager 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of  
   Mohican Indians 
86 Spring Street 
Williamstown, MA 01267 
 
Shannon Holsey 
Tribal President 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of  
Mohican Indians 
N8476 MoHeConNuck Road 
Bowler, WI  54416 
 
Additional Parties 

Beth Spillman 
Executive Director 
American Canoe Association 
PO Box 7996 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404-7996 
 
Kelly Catlett 
Hydropower Reform Program Director 
American Rivers 
1101 14th Street NW 
Suite 1400 
Washington, DC  20005 
 
Bob Nasdor 
NE Stewardship Director 
American Whitewater 
365 Boston Post Road, Suite 250 
Sudbury, MA  01776 
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Mark Zukantsky 
Director of Conservation Policy Engagement 
Appalachian Mountain Club 
100 Illick's Mill Road 
Bethlehem, PA 18017 
 
Lauren Cook 
Conservation Committee Chair 
Kayak and Canoe  Club of New York 
517 South 27th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 
 
Jillian Decker 
Wallkill River Watershed Alliance 
PO Box 428 
New Paltz, New York 12561 
 
David Stormer 
Riverkeeper 
20 Secor Road 
Ossining, NY 10562  
 
Matt Best 
Riverkeeper 
20 Secor Road 
Ossining, NY 10562 
 
Maddie Feaster 
Riverkeeper 
20 Secor Road 
Ossining, NY 10562 
 
Dan Shapley 
Senior Director of Advocacy, Policy and 
Planning 
Riverkeeper 
20 Secor Road 
Ossining, NY 10562 
 
Julia Miyake 
The Nature Conservancy 
Albany Office 
195 New Karner Road 
Suite 200 
Albany, New York 12205 
 

Tracy Brown 
Director 
Trout Unlimited 
Eastern Region 
1700 N Moore St, Suite 2005 
Arlington, VA 22209 
 
Emily Vail 
Executive Director 
Hudson River Watershed Alliance 
PO Box 1734 
Kingston, NY 12402 
 
Annette Caruso 
Chair 
Mid-Hudson Adirondack Mountain Club 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
 
David Maddox 
Chair- Conservation Advisory Council 
Town of Olive / Conservation Advisory Council 
Conservation Advisory Council 
 
Multiple Intervenors (MI) 
P.O. Box 22222 
Albany, New York 12201-2222 
 
Laurie Wheelock 
Executive Director & Council 
Public Utility Law Project of New York, Inc 
194 Washington Ave 
Suite 320 
Albany, NY 12210 
 
Scenic Hudson 
85 Civic Center Plaza 
Suite 300 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
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Dashville Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15397) 
Sturgeon Pool Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15396) 

First Study Progress Report  
(May 1, 2026 through July 1, 2026) 

No. Study Status and Methodology Notes 
1 Water Quality Study – 

Continuous Water Temperature 
and Dissolved Oxygen 
Monitoring, Instantaneous 
Water Quality Monitoring, 
Reservoir Profile Data 

Pursuant to the RSP and SPD:  
• Continuous water quality monitoring equipment was deployed by June 1, 

2026 at eight locations. The approximate depth at each location is provided 
in Attachment 1. 

• On a biweekly basis, Central Hudson is downloading the continuous water 
quality data and collecting instantaneous water quality data, reservoir 
profile data, and water samples for lab analysis for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and chlorophyll-a. 

• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the Initial Study Report (ISR). 

2 Macroinvertebrate Study Pursuant to the RSP and SPD: 
• A Scientific Collection Permit was obtained from the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). 
• The macroinvertebrate sampling is planned for mid-summer 2026. 
• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

3 Aquatic Mesohabitat 
Assessment 

Pursuant to the RSP and SPD: 
• The desktop analysis and field survey were completed in June 2026. 
• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

4 Freshwater Mussel Study Pursuant to the RSP and SPD: 
• A Scientific Collection Permit was obtained from NYSDEC. 
• The mussel survey is planned for summer 2026. 
• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

5 Fish Community Survey Pursuant to the RSP and SPD: 
• A Scientific Collection Permit was obtained from NYSDEC. 
• Nighttime eel observations and eel pot deployment commenced on May 6, 

2026 and are being conducted weekly. 
• The spring fish community survey was completed in early June 2026. 
• The fall fish community survey is scheduled for the fall of 2026. 
• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

6 Fish Entrainment and 
Impingement Study 

Consistent with the RSP and SPD, the study is anticipated to be completed in 
2026 with data provided in the ISR. 

7 Downstream Wallkill River and 
Rondout Creek Evaluation 

Pursuant to the RSP and SPD:  
• Level loggers were deployed in the Wallkill River downstream of the 

Sturgeon Pool Project as well as in Rondout Creek in May 2026. 
• Central Hudson will collect the data required by FERC to develop a 

discharge rating curve relative to water elevation downstream of the 
Sturgeon Pool Project. 

• The study is anticipated to be completed in May 2027. Data collected in 
2026 will be provided in the ISR, as applicable. 



 

Dashville Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15397) 
Sturgeon Pool Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 15396) 

First Study Progress Report  
(May 1, 2026 through July 1, 2026) 

No. Study Status and Methodology Notes 
8 Sturgeon Pool Bypassed Reach 

Flow Evaluation 
Consistent with the RSP and SPD: 
• During the summer 2026, Central Hudson will consult with the resource 

agencies on the target species and study flows to be evaluated. 
• Central Hudson anticipates the field study activities will be conducted in 

the fall of 2026. 
• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

9 Project Operations Study Pursuant to the RSP and SPD, the study is anticipated to be completed in May 
2027. Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR, as applicable. 

10 Recreational Resources 
Inventory, Use, and Needs 
Assessment 

Pursuant to the RSP and SPD:  
• The inventory and condition assessment was completed in May 2026.  
• User spot counts and surveys were initiated on May 12, 2026. Spot counts 

and surveys were performed on two weekdays and two weekend days in 
May and June with an additional event during Memorial Day weekend. 

• An online survey was developed (largely consistent with the in-person 
survey). Signs providing the QR Code to the online survey were posted at 
each of the study recreation sites by May 15, 2026. A link to the online 
survey was distributed to contacts on the licensing distribution list on May 
26, 2026. 

• Central Hudson is in the process of coordinating the operations of the 
Dashville Dam to allow for obtaining the required photos of the dam during 
various operating conditions for each season. 

• Central Hudson is in the process of convening the Recreation Study 
Working Group. 

• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

11 Cultural Resources Study Pursuant to the RSP and SPD:  
• The desktop component of the study was initiated, and the field component 

of the study is anticipated to be conducted during the summer or fall of 
2026. 

• Data collected in 2026 will be provided in the ISR. 

 
  



 

ATTACHMENT 1 
Approximate Water Quality Monitoring Equipment Depths 

Monitoring 
Station ID Location Description Approximate Depth of Monitoring 

Equipment 
P1 Dashville reservoir/upstream Wallkill River 6 feet deep 

(Mid-depth in the water column) 
P2 Dashville intake 23 feet deep 

(Depth of intake) 
P3 Dashville tailwater/Sturgeon Pool reservoir on 

river right 
4 feet deep 

(Mid-depth in the water column) 
P4 Sturgeon Pool reservoir 27 feet deep 

(Mid-depth in the water column) 
P5 Sturgeon Pool intake 30.5 feet deep 

(Depth of intake) 
P6 Sturgeon Pool tailwater 2.5 feet deep1 

(Mid-depth in the water column) 

P7 Sturgeon Pool bypassed reach at the toe of the 
dam 

2.5 feet deep 
(Mid-depth in the water column) 

P8 Wallkill River downstream of Sturgeon Pool 
Project 

4 feet deep 
(Mid-depth in the water column) 

1 Due to changing water elevations when generating, Monitoring Station P6 was set based on the Sturgeon Pool 
Project not generating (i.e., lowest water elevations in the Sturgeon Pool tailwater). 
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